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JANUARY JANUARY
January 9, 2023 - March 20, 2023
Online Sessions
Registration for the Korean Language 
Program Winter 2023 Term 
Welcome to the Korean Language Program 
(KLP).  Whether you are new to Korean 
language study or an advanced speaker, The 
Korea Society has a class for you! We currently 
offer nine-levels of study ranging from Beginning 
Korean I to Advanced Reading and Discussion. 
And our intermediate and advanced levels 
offer conversation courses that provide greater 
speaking practice.
_______________________________________

Thursday, January 12, 2023 | 8 AM
Live Webcast
South Korea’s Demographic Challenge
Join us for a discussion on the causes and 
consequences of South Korea’s shrinking birth 
rate, including its impact on social and civic 
relations, the economy, and the military, as 
well as an exploration of efforts to reverse the 
trend. This discussion features Washington 
Post reporter Min Joo Kim, Wall Street Journal 
reporter Dasl Yoon, University of Missouri 
Assistant Professor Dr. Aram Hur, and Henry 
Wendt Chair in Political Economy at the 
American Enterprise Institute Dr. Nicholas 
Eberstadt, in conversation with policy director 
Jonathan Corrado.
_______________________________________

Tuesday, January 17, 2023 | 6 PM
Live Webcast
Bong Joon Ho: Dissident Cinema 
with Karen Han
Bong Joon Ho: Dissident Cinema by culture writer 
and screenwriter Karen Han is the first definitive 
critical and visual survey of the Academy Award–
winning South Korean writer/director who has 
been making critically acclaimed feature films for 
more than two decades. Brilliantly illustrated and 
designed by the London-based film magazine Little 
White Lies, this lush monograph surveys Bong’s 



JANUARY
full body of work, including his short films and 
music videos. The accompanying text by Karen 
Han, interviews with Bong’s key collaborators, and 
foreword by David Lowery (The Green Knight) flesh 
out the stories behind Bong’s films and explore his 
rise in the cultural eye of the West.
_______________________________________

January 19 - April 14, 2023
Exhibition

Thursday, January 19, 2023 | 5-7 PM
Opening Reception

Seongmin Ahn | Enchanted Reality
In her solo exhibition at The Korea Society, 
Seongmin Ahn presents a series of paintings 
and wall installations that fuses her insight in 
the relativity of perception with a deep regard for 
traditional Korean art, especially minhwa–folk 
painting. In her work, Ahn begins with traditional 
forms and themes, which she then extends into 
multi-disciplinary and multi-media practices 
by adopting science, technology, and multiple 
cognitive models.
_______________________________________

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 | 6 PM
Live Webcast
A Very Asian Guide to Korean Food
Introduce children to Asian cuisine and the 
#VERYASIAN movement! Written by Michelle Li, 
A Very Asian Guide to Korean Food introduces 
young readers to classic and modern Korean 
dishes and provides fun facts about the foods 
and culture of Korea. 

The book is the first in the Very Asian Guide 
series, a children’s book series that celebrates 
various Asian cuisines, and is published by 
Gloo Books, a new children’s book publishing 
company making books for a more inclusive, just 
and compassionate future.
_______________________________________



JANUARY - FEBRUARY
Thursday, January 26, 2023 | 6:30 PM
Annual Membership Party 2023
Let’s ring in the year 2023 with us!

Our Membership Party is one of our flagship 
events to express our deep sense of gratitude 
for our members and acknowledge their 
invaluable support throughout the year. The 
event will be full of festivities, delicious food, and 
networking. We will also draw winners for our 
silent auction and raffle that will be wonderful 
new year’s gifts! A live concert by G-Hwaja, 
a creative music band featuring a blend of 
Western and Korean traditional instruments, 
will be held to enliven the night. Don’t miss out 
on this special performance by G-Hwaja to get 
yourself into the spirit of heung, or “joy”!
_______________________________________

Tuesday, February 7, 2023 | 6:30 PM
Live Webcast
Heinz Insu Fenkl - Skull Water
Twenty-five years in the making, Heinz Insu 
Fenkl’s ambitious, darkly funny, sweeping novel 
SKULL WATER is a haunting inter-generational 
coming-of-age story that grapples with identity 
and displacement in South Korea in the 1950s 
and 1970s, and reveals a history both countries 
would prefer to conceal. Born in South Korea to a 
German father and a Korean mother, Fenkl grew 
up in Korea, Germany, and the U.S., and his own 
experience informs this deeply autobiographical 
novel.
_______________________________________

Thursday February 9, 2023 | 7 PM
JERSEY CITY THEATER CENTER

February 23 - March 12, 2023
LA MAMA EXPERIMENTAL THEATER

HAN !
An ancient dance is performed under a neon 
light. A virgin ghost stares out of the TV. A baby 
left alone in an apartment meditates on the nature 



FEBRUARY
of solitude. A woman explores memories of her 
life in relation to the Korean concept of Han.

Our heroine moves back and forth between 
the ancient myths of “Gojoseon,” the era of her 
dead grandmother, her mother’s past and her 
own life. Three generations of Korean women 
bound together in the “resilient silence” of Han. 
How will she navigate the sea of expectations 
that life, family, and nation have thrown her 
way? Through her struggle to understand the 
complexity of her own Han, which ignites a 
fire in her mind, we are carried into a dynamic 
meditation that explores the no man’s land 
that exists between myth and modernity, as we 
weigh the relation between suffering, sacrifice, 
and destiny.
_______________________________________

Thursday, February 9, 2023 | 7 PM
Live Webcast
Consequences of Korea’s 
Compressed Modernity
Join our discussion about the consequences of 
Korea’s rapid economic development on the family 
unit and society at large, featuring Seoul National 
University sociology Professor Chang Kyung-Sup. 
This program is a collaboration with the Policy 
Department and the Education Department.
_______________________________________

Thursday, February 16, 2023 | 12 PM 
Live Webcast
The General vs. the President: 
MacArthur and Truman 
at the Brink of Nuclear War
Join this discussion with Dr. Henry W. Brands, 
Professor and Jack S. Blanton Sr. Chair in History 
at the University of Texas at Austin, about his 
book The General vs. the President: MacArthur 
and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War. The 
book explores the tensions between President 
Harry Truman and General Douglas MacArthur 
as the Korean War escalates, threatening to boil 
over into another World War. 
_______________________________________



FEBRUARY-MARCH
Friday, February 24, 2023 | 7 PM
In-Person @ The Strand
The Korea Society & The Strand Present: 
Patricia Park
Join us for an in-person event with award-winning 
author, Patricia Park, for the release of her 
debut YA novel, Imposter Syndrome and Other 
Confessions of Alejandra Kim. Joining Patricia 
in conversation is New York Times bestselling 
author, Qian Julie Wang. This event will be 
hosted in the Strand Book Store’s 3rd floor Rare 
Book Room at 828 Broadway on 12th Street.
_______________________________________

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 | 5 PM
Video Release
Global View Series: Agents of Subversion 
with Professor John Delury
Join us for a conversation with Dr. John 
Delury, Professor of Chinese Studies at 
Yonsei University, on his new book, Agents of 
Subversion: The Fate of John T. Downey and the 
CIA’s Covert War in China.This roundtable and 
pre-recorded video explores a Korean War era 
mission in China that went wrong, resulting in the 
20-year imprisonment of an American operative 
named John T. Downey.
_______________________________________

Tuesday, March 21, 2023 | 6 PM
In-Person

Friday, March 24, 2023
Video Release

Artist Talk: Seongmin Ahn with Eleanor Hyun
In her solo exhibition at The Korea Society, 
Seongmin Ahn presents a series of paintings 
and wall installations that fuses her insight in 
the relativity of perception with a deep regard for 
traditional Korean art, especially minhwa–folk 
painting. In her work, Ahn begins with traditional 
forms and themes, which she then extends into 
multi-disciplinary and multi-media practices 
by adopting science, technology, and multiple 
cognitive models.
_______________________________________



MARCH-APRIL
Monday, March 27, 2023 | 8 PM
In-Person
Nam June Paik: Moon Is the Oldest TV
Q&A with the filmmaker Amanda Kim
Debut filmmaker Amanda Kim’s captivating, 
kinetic documentary — narrated by actor 
Steven Yeun (MINARI, BURNING) — uses 
archival footage and clips from the artist’s work 
to recount his collaborations and fascinations 
with Joseph Beuys, Charlotte Moorman (the 
topless cellist), David Bowie, Philip Glass, Laurie 
Anderson, Allen Ginsberg, Merce Cunningham, 
and his great mentor and friend, John Cage.
_______________________________________

Friday, March 31, 2023 | 8 PM
In-Person
gamin & ensemble: Korean Music & Beyond
This entrancing program of traditional Korean 
music (rooted in shamanic rituals and agrarian 
life) and contemporary music influenced by 
Korean culture is led by the engaging master 
multi-instrumentalist gamin (piri -double-
reed oboe, saenghwang - mouth organ, and 
taepyungso – double-reed horn). Her extensive 
credits include being a principal player at 
the National Gugak Orchestra for a decade, 
performing in the Silk Road concert with Yo-Yo 
Ma in Seoul, and touring the world. 
_______________________________________

Wednesday, April 5, 2023 | 6:30 PM (EDT)
Hybrid Program
Minhwa: Korean Paintings of the People, by the 
People, and for the People
Tiger with Two Cubs and Two Magpies, Late 
Joseon Dynasty (18th or 19th Century), Mattielli 
Collection. Image courtesy of jstor.org | In this 
lecture, Professor Sunglim Kim explores Korean 
folk painting, minhwa, and examines its origin 
and development, the different genres within it, 
and their meanings and functions. She will also 
illustrate how minhwa paintings were consumed 
by Koreans in the past and the present.
_______________________________________



APRIL
Tuesday, April 11, 2023 | 6:30 PM (EDT)
Hybrid Program
Gina Chung: Sea Change
A novel about a woman tossed overboard by 
heartbreak and loss, who has to find her way 
back to stable shores with the help of a giant 
Pacific octopus. Sea Change is an “absolutely 
stunning debut” novel —Frances Cha, author of If 
I Had Your Face—by Gina Chung.
_______________________________________
_________________________
Thursday, April 13, 2023 | 12 PM (EDT)
Hybrid Program
The North Korean Cyber Threat
Join us for a discussion about North Korea’s 
cyber threat, with Jean Lee, co-host of the BBC’s 
Lazarus Heist podcast and public policy fellow 
with the Wilson Center, and cybersecurity expert 
Michael Barnhart, who is currently with the threat 
intelligence firm Mandiant and was formerly 
Cyber Team Lead at the US Senate and signals 
intelligence collector in the intelligence community. 
The discussion is moderated by policy director 
Jonathan Corrado. 
_______________________________________

Thursday, April 13, 2023 | 6:30 PM (EDT)
Hybrid Program
Kyung-Sook Shin with Jenny Wang Medina
An instant bestseller in Korea and the follow up 
to the international bestseller, Please Look After 
Mom, I Went to See My Father by Kyung-Sook Shin 
centers on a woman’s efforts to reconnect with her 
aging father, uncovering long-held family secrets. 
More than just the portrait of a single man, I Went 
to See My Father opens a window onto humankind, 
family, loss, and war. With this long-awaited follow-
up to Please Look After Mom—flawlessly rendered 
by award-winning translator Anton Hur—Kyung-
Sook Shin has crafted an ambitious, global, epic, 
and lasting novel.
_______________________________________



APRIL
Tuesday, April 18, 2023 | 5:30 PM
In-Person
Global Financial Leaders Forum 2023
The Korea Society, Maekyung Media Group, Korea 
Finance Society, National Pension Service, and 
Korea Investment Corporation are co-hosting the 
Global Financial Leaders Forum 2023 on April 18, 
2023. This event brings together leading figures 
from the finance community to discuss emerging 
trends in today’s finance landscape and exchange 
insights on new pathways for investment. This year, 
the forum will be convened in a series of high-level 
panels under the theme of “How to Survive an 
Economic Inflection Point Under Uncertainty”

This is an invitation-only event.
_______________________________________

Thursday, April 27, 2023 | 12 PM (EDT)
Hybrid Program
North Korea: Lessons Learned 
and Creative Thinking
Join us for a discussion that aims to cultivate 
fresh ideas on America’s policy toward North 
Korea and coordination with ally South Korea 
by mobilizing a nuanced understanding of past 
lessons. The discussion includes consideration of 
developments to the approach addressed in the 
summit meeting between US President Joe Biden 
and South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol. The 
program features Daniel Russel, Vice President 
for International Security and Diplomacy at the 
Asia Society Policy Institute, Jenny Town, Senior 
Fellow at the Stimson Center and the Director 
of Stimson’s 38 North Program, and Keith Luse, 
Executive Director of the National Committee on 
North Korea (NCNK), in conversation with policy 
director Jonathan Corrado.
_______________________________________



APRIL
Thursday, April 27, 2023 | 6:30 PM
In-Person
YPN: A Conversation with Prof. Jeongki Lim 
Our future with AI
Join us for an engaging and thought-provoking 
interview with Professor Jeongki Lim, a leading 
expert in transdisciplinary design. In this interactive 
program with Professor Lim, he will walk through 
his career journey on how he landed on his current 
position and share invaluable insights gained 
through his years of experience and research in 
the creative technology and design industry. 
_______________________________________

Thursday, April 27, 2023 | 7 PM
In-Person
THE DIVE: THE SONGS OF JULIA RIEW
Fred Ebb Award Winner Julia Riew returns to 
54 Below and makes her New York City solo 
concert debut. The evening will feature original 
music from a variety of projects including Julia’s 
viral musical Dive, a fantasy-novel-inspired song 
cycle, and some of her other greatest online-and-
onstage hits. Stepping into the solo spotlight for 
the first time, the composer-lyricist will be joined 
by rising theater stars to perform in a joyous 
celebration of lyric, melody, and the diversity 
across our experiences.
_______________________________________

Friday, April 28, 2023 | 8 AM (EDT)
Live Webcast
US-Korea Summit Analysis
Join us for this conversation on the major 
diplomatic, security, and economic takeaways 
from the US-Korea Summit between US 
President Joe Biden and South Korean President 
Yoon Suk Yeol. The Korea Society is joined by 
former ROK Minister for Trade Yeo Han-koo, Van 
Fleet Nonresident Senior Fellow Dr. Katrin Katz 
and The Washington Post Seoul Bureau Chief 
Michelle Ye Hee Lee, in conversation with Korea 
Society President and CEO Tom Byrne.
_______________________________________
_________________________



The Korea Society
350 Madison Ave., 24th Floor
New York, NY 10017
Tel:  (212) 759-7525
Fax: (212) 759-7530
www.koreasociety.org

SUPPORT THE KOREA SOCIETY!
Support the United States’ premier independent 
non-profit organization educating Americans on 
Korea. Enrich your knowledge of policy, business, 
language, arts and culture. The Korea Society offers 
public programs, private roundtables, language 
study, educational exchange, and robust performing 
and visual arts in its stunning gallery. Join at an 
enhanced giving level and enjoy all programs 
included. Membership, live webcasts and more at 
koreasociety.org

Pre-registration is now required for all Korea Society 
events and an ID is required for security.


